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to rise to the challenges of the same trends.
By giving the FDA the tools and the tech-
nology it needs, the legislation will give
Americans the extra protection they deserve.

At the beginning of the century, Theodore
Roosevelt recognized that new challenges
demand new Government, in this case, a
Government that demands responsibility
from industry and producers, but also pro-
vides clearer, stricter standards of safety and
the means to enforce them. Our families
enjoy the greatest bounty and variety of food
in the world. We have to ensure that it will
also be the safest food in the world.

The 21st century will be interesting for
many reasons. Among them will be the in-
creasing variety of food from all over the
world that all kinds of Americans will be able
to buy in their neighborhood stores. It will
be one more way that people, I hope, will
have a more enjoyable life in the next cen-
tury. It will only happen if the food is safe
and people know it’s safe, so they’re not wor-
ried when they shop.

Again, I want to join the Vice President,
if I might in closing, in thanking the Senate
for passing the bill yesterday to reduce the
standard of drunk driving to .08. I think it’s
very important, it will save hundreds of lives
a year. I hope the House will follow suit, and
I hope that’s an indication that these kind
of public safety issues will be high on the
agenda of Congress and that the bill that our
Members who are here today are pushing
so hard will find a speedy and positive recep-
tion in the Congress.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:03 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House.

Statement on the Death of Fred
Friendly
March 4, 1998

Hillary and I were deeply saddened today
to learn of the death of Fred Friendly. One
of the giants of American journalism, Fred
started his career in radio, forming a partner-
ship with Edward R. Murrow on the radio
series ‘‘Hear It Now,’’ which became the
landmark television series ‘‘See It Now.’’ To

this day, the programs Fred produced four
decades ago rank among the finest journal-
ism of the century, exposing the dema-
goguery of Joe McCarthy, the poverty of mi-
grant farmers, and so many other social ills.

Fred was always willing to challenge the
powerful. He led CBS News at a time when
television was just beginning to demonstrate
its power to the world. When he left CBS,
Fred became a pioneer in public television
and public television documentaries. In more
recent years, he has served as the conscience
of his industry, exploring the ethics of jour-
nalism and teaching and training journalists
to come. Through his many writings and tele-
vision productions, he succeeded in his goal:
to force the American public to think.

Our prayers today are with Fred’s wife,
Ruth, and their children.

Statement on House of
Representatives Action on the
Political Status of the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico

March 4, 1998

I am pleased that the House of Represent-
atives has passed a bill which establishes a
process for determining the future political
status of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico.
The bill does not impose onerous, unwork-
able, unprecedented, or unconstitutional lan-
guage requirements on the citizens of Puerto
Rico, unlike some proposals that were ad-
vanced in Congress.

I have always called for enabling Puerto
Ricans to choose among options available for
their future: continuing the Commonwealth
arrangement, independence, or statehood—
whatever future decided by majority choice.
The House action is a victory for democracy
and against exclusion. It is consistent with
our country’s repeated commitment to Puer-
to Rican self-determination, and consistent
with the pride all Americans can take in the
contributions those of Hispanic descent have
made to all America.
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